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University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 

Curriculum Proposal Form #2 
 

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor 

 

 

Effective Term: 2157 (Fall 2015)  

  

 

Type of Action: Deletion of Submajor 

 

 

Degree: BA 

Program Title: BA-Art, Emphasis in Art History  

 

 

GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:       

 

Sponsor(s):   Chris Henige  

Department(s): Art and Design  

College(s): Arts and Communication  

 

 

Consultation took place:  NA   Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet) 

Departments:        

  
 
 

 

Proposal Information:   
(Procedures for Form #2)   

 

Total number of credit units in program: 

Before change 36 After change 0  

 

 

1. Exact description of request: 

Deletion of the Art History submajor of the BA-Art degree. 

 

From (as listed in catalog and on AR) 

http://acadaff.uww.edu/UCC/Curriculum_Handbook_09/Procedures_form2.docx
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ART HISTORY EMPHASIS (BA) 

MAJOR - 37 UNITS 

1. ARTHIST 201, ARTHIST 202, ARTHIST 203 

2. SELECT 27 UNITS FROM UPPER-LEVEL ARTHIST COURSES: ARTHIST 311, 

ARTHIST 312, ARTHIST 313, ARTHIST 314, ARTHIST 315, ARTHIST 316, 

ARTHIST 317, ARTHIST 318, ARTHIST 319, ARTHIST 320, ARTHIST 420, 

ARTHIST 491, ARTHIST 494, ARTHIST 496, ARTHIST 498 

2.5 GPA UPPER-LEVEL COURSE REQUIREMENT 

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A MINIMUM 2.5 G.P.A. 

IN UPPER LEVEL MAJOR COURSES. 

MAJOR - UNIQUE REQUIREMENT - 16 UNITS 

SELECT 16 FOREIGN LANGUAGE UNITS (AT LEAST 12 UNITS MUST BE FROM ONE 

LANGUAGE) 

UNITS OUTSIDE THE FIRST MAJOR - 70 UNITS 

SELECT A MINIMUM 70 UNITS FROM OUTSIDE THE 1ST MAJOR (ART HISTORY) 

WRITING PROFICIENCY - 3 UNITS 

ENGLISH 370 OR ENGLISH 274 OR ENGLISH 372 (OR APPROVED SUBSTITUTE 

INCLUDING PHILSPHY 271)  

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR 

 

 

To (to be listed in catalog and on AR) 

ART HISTORY EMPHASIS (BA) 

MAJOR - 37 UNITS 

3. ARTHIST 201, ARTHIST 202, ARTHIST 203 

4. SELECT 27 UNITS FROM UPPER-LEVEL ARTHIST COURSES: ARTHIST 311, 

ARTHIST 312, ARTHIST 313, ARTHIST 314, ARTHIST 315, ARTHIST 316, 

ARTHIST 317, ARTHIST 318, ARTHIST 319, ARTHIST 320, ARTHIST 420, 

ARTHIST 491, ARTHIST 494, ARTHIST 496, ARTHIST 498 

2.5 GPA UPPER-LEVEL COURSE REQUIREMENT 

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A MINIMUM 2.5 G.P.A. 
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IN UPPER LEVEL MAJOR COURSES. 

MAJOR - UNIQUE REQUIREMENT - 16 UNITS 

SELECT 16 FOREIGN LANGUAGE UNITS (AT LEAST 12 UNITS MUST BE FROM ONE 

LANGUAGE) 

UNITS OUTSIDE THE FIRST MAJOR - 70 UNITS 

SELECT A MINIMUM 70 UNITS FROM OUTSIDE THE 1ST MAJOR (ART HISTORY) 

WRITING PROFICIENCY - 3 UNITS 

ENGLISH 370 OR ENGLISH 274 OR ENGLISH 372 (OR APPROVED SUBSTITUTE 

INCLUDING PHILSPHY 271)  

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR 

 

 

2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department 

goals and objectives: 

 

This proposal addresses concerns about program size and reduction of undersubscribed 

programs. It also addresses concerns about the appropriateness of degree programs to the 

students. 

 

3. Rationale: 

Within the UW-System, only two institutions offer an art history major, UW-Madison which 

has 13 full-time art history faculty and two adjuncts, and UW-Milwaukee which has 9 full-

time faculty. Given the GENED 110 load which pertains to all three faculty members at 

Whitewater, there is the equivalent of 2.25 art historians. None of the other comprehensive 

institutions within the UW System have art history majors. There is no “competitive 

advantage” in offering a program which is so clearly understaffed in comparison to other 

programs in the system. Moreover, there is no expectation that staffing can be raised to a 

level competitive with the programs at Madison or Milwaukee. 

 

The Art History major has historically had very low participation. At present, there are 13 

majors, up from 7 a few semesters ago: 

 
F08 S09 F09 S10 F10 S11 F11 S12 F12 S13 

7 7 6 4 6  7 10 11 13 

 

However, and more importantly, on average just 1.25 students graduate with a degree in Art 

History each academic year: 

 
05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 

0 1 1 3 2 2 0 1 
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This statistic has not changed over time, and only suggests that the additional students who 

have declared the major have not been served well enough to complete it. 

 

The current program meets neither the requirements for accreditation, nor the requirements 

for providing students with the necessary prerequisites for entry into graduate programs in art 

history, which are typically based on these same criteria. According to the National 

Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) Handbook for 2012-2013, in its 

requirements for Liberal Arts degrees in art history (BA): 

 

“2. Upon completion of the major, graduates must have attained the following: 

a. A general knowledge of the monuments and principal artists of all major art periods of the 
past, including a broad understanding of the art of the twentieth century and acquaintance 
with the art history of non-Western cultures. This knowledge should be augmented by study in 
greater depth and precision of several cultures and periods in the history of art and 
concentration in at least one area to the advanced seminar level. Study at the advanced level 
should include theory, analysis, and criticism;…” (NASAD Handbook 2012-2013, p. 91) 
 

There are no courses in the “art history of non-western cultures”, nor is there any requirement 

for participation in any courses at “the advanced seminar level”. In purporting to provide an 

art history major, and claiming to provide adequate preparation for graduate programs, we are 

clearly doing our students a disservice. 

 

Beyond the serious concerns raised above, two principal issues have been raised by students 

in the program.  

 

The greatest concern has been the availability of upper-level art history courses, especially 

the range of courses available. When asked “If you could change anything about the art 

history major, what would it be?” every single art history major queried responded that there 

needs to be more variety in the course offerings. The major requires nine (9) elective 300-

level courses, yet there has not been a sufficient range of course offerings over the past 

several years to allow successful completion of the degree in a timely manner: 

 
F08 S09 F09 S10 F10 S11 F11 S12 F12 S13 F13 

317 312 316 313 317 312 311 314 312 311 318 

311 315 311 420 314 313 315 317 313 319 494 

314 420 318  318 319 318 319 318 320  

     420  420  420  

 

Over the period covered in the chart above (Fall 08 to Fall 13) only 11 different courses have 

been offered, with an additional new course to be offered in Fall 2013. Of the 11 courses 

previously offered, two were offered only once during the 5-year period, and another only 

twice. This is neither conducive to choice on the part of the students, nor to swift completion 

of the degree. Excluded from this list are Independent Study and Travel Study offerings, as 

students can hardly be compelled to participate in either. 

 

Students routinely find that as they near the end of their undergraduate careers, the course 
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offerings for a given semester include only courses they have already completed. This 

requires that they are either required to pursue independent study, or they are delayed in their 

graduation. Independent study must be reserved for students who propose legitimate research 

projects of their own volition and in areas of their own peculiar interests, not as a remedy for 

insufficient course offerings. 

 

In order for a program to be viable, there must be a sufficient number of course offerings for 

students to have options in their choices, so they are not forced to take the only nine courses 

available to them. There must also be a sufficient number of offerings of viable courses to 

allow for timely completion of the degree without unnecessary delays. 

 

The second concern is that the foreign language unique requirement of 16 credits has proven 

a real barrier to participation in and successful completion of the submajor. This requirement 

originated in the fact that graduate programs in art history typically require four semesters of 

undergraduate-level foreign language as an entry requirement, which is also a requirement of 

accreditation: 
 
“3. The student should achieve adequate mastery of at least one foreign language to support research 
through the reading of primary source materials.” (NASAD Handbook 2012-2013, p. 91) 
 

Students at comprehensive institutions are not typically prepared to undertake such a 

requirement. The scheduling of foreign language course offerings often conflicts with that of 

upper-level art history course offerings, further delaying students in the timely completion of 

their program. 

 

The Department of Art and Design will continue to offer a minor in art history, which is in 

keeping with other programs our size. Students who are currently declared as majors must be 

and will be allowed to complete their programs. Others who might have declared the art 

history submajor in the future will be directed to the minor. This will have no effect 

whatsoever on staffing of the program, whose principal purpose is to serve the studio art 

program, and provide a complementary minor for those students, as well as students of 

history and other programs across campus.  

 

All of the abovementioned concerns argue for the practical necessity of eliminating a 

program which does little service to the students or the institution. Philosophical arguments 

for the retention of such programs must be weighed against the practical implications of 

offering them.  

 

4. Cost Implications: 

Deletion of the major will have no discernible cost implications. Art Studio majors, art 

history minors, and GA-seeking students from across campus will continue to fill sections at 

close to the current rate, and it is likely that students who might otherwise have chosen the art 

history major will elect the minor instead.  


