
 

 

TO:        Dr. Chris Henige 
FROM:  Dr. Penny Portman, Chair 
               Faculty Appeals Panel 
RE:         Decision 
DATE:    25 February 2015 
 
Dear Dr. Henige; 
 
On Monday February 23 2015 (8:30 AM UC 262) the Faculty Appeals Panel met for a procedural review 
(UWW VI, A, 3, a-d, f)  and (UWW VI, A, 4, b, (6)-(7)) to consider whether the delay in Chancellor Telfer’s  
request for a hearing panel constitutes a “significant procedural error” which then would call for a 
termination of the proceedings.  Present at the meeting were the committee members (Drs. Horton, 
Portman, Skelly, Stinson and Valde), Greg Porcaro and yourself. 
 
Prior to going into closed session, you presented a brief statement for consideration, questions of clarity 
were asked by the committee and then you and Greg Porcaro left the meeting.  In closed session, the 
committee decided the following: 
 

a)  The delay in requesting a hearing panel does not rise to the level of  ‘significant’ procedural 
error in that the Chancellor was legitimately unavailable until he returned to campus, 

b) The sentence (UWW VI, A, 4, b, (7) ‘If there is no procedural error…’ is an extension of the initial 
sentence (UWW VI, A, 4, b, (6)) and does not cancel out the requirement of the procedural error 
being ‘significant’ in order to warrant a termination of the proceedings, and 

c) Therefore having found no procedural errors, the panel ‘shall conduct a substantive review’ of 
the appeal of the charge issued December 29, 2014 by Chancellor Telfer. 

 
The hearing will be Friday, March 13, 2015 Heidi Hall room 142 at 1:00-4:00.  As pursuant to UWW VI, A, 
4, b, (7), I request each party provide:  a) additional documents, if any, concerning substantive issues for 
the panel to consider, b) a list of witness to be called, c) name of advocate (however, if the faculty 
member chooses to be represented by an attorney, the Chancellor and the panel also may be 
represented by separate legal counsel (VI, A, 4, a, (2), (c)), and c) copies for each panel member and the 
other party. 
 
The panel requests that all materials listed in the above paragraph be delivered to me, Penny Portman, 
Chair, not later than Thursday, March 5, 2015.  My office is located in 114 Williams Center. 
 
A separate email will indicate how the time will be used in the proceedings pursuant to (UWW VI, A, 4, 
b, (7)), but each party will have one hour each to present including oral testimony from the party and 
witnesses.  The Chancellor will present first. 
 
All parties, please acknowledge receipt of this email.  I will also put a hard copy of this letter in campus 
mail. 
 
cc: Dr. Telfer 



               


