
 
 

 

VIA EMAIL  

 

July 14, 2017 

 

Chris Henige, Associate Professor  

8651 Hahn Road 

Fredonia, NY 14063 

 

Beverly Kopper, Chancellor 

800 W. Main Street 

Whitewater, WI 53109 

 

Dear Dr. Henige & Chancellor Kopper: 

 

I am writing to you as Chair of the UW-Whitewater Faculty Appeals, Grievances, and 

Disciplinary Panel (the “Panel”), which has been convened in connection with the proposed 

dismissal of Dr. Chris Henige, Associate Professor in the Department of Art and Design.   

 

As you know, on June 5, 2017, I provided you with three possible hearing dates and asked that 

you advise as to your availability on such dates by no later than 5 p.m. on June 30, 2017.  

 

On June 23, 2017, Anne Bilder responded that the administration and its witnesses were 

available for hearing on September 8, 2017. On June 30, 2017, Dr. Henige objected to September 

8, 2017 as a hearing date indicating that “[He] would prefer a date a little later into the semester 

rather than the earlier options.” Dr. Henige indicated that “it is the Friday of the first week of 

classes, and [he has] to travel to attend the hearings and will not have ready access to 

troubleshoot problems.” He also indicated that this would be true for potential witnesses, that he 

was traveling to France and will not return “until the end of July,” and that “there will be no 

opportunity during this period to prepare my defense, and more particularly to secure my 

witnesses….”  

 

I note that in scheduling the hearing date, the Panel must coordinate the schedules of all Panel 

members, as well as the respective parties, and their witnesses. This is difficult with the number 

of individuals involved, and any date is likely inconvenient for many. However, Dr. Henige has 

not indicated that he is unavailable on September 8, 2017, nor has he provided his availability on 

the two other proposed dates. Rather, he has indicated that he would “prefer a date a little later in 

the semester.” While Dr. Henige indicated that he may have difficulty securing his witnesses, he 

does not indicate that they are in fact unavailable. Rather, it seems he has not yet attempted to 

reach out to them despite my having notified the parties of these potential dates on June 5, 2017. 

Further, while Dr. Henige may be out of town for all or part of July, he requested a hearing two 

months ago on May 16, 2017 and, as such, has had time to begin to prepare his case.  

 

In light of the above, the hearing is scheduled for Friday, September 8, 2017 beginning at 

8:30 a.m. at UW-Whitewater in a location to be determined. Please notify any witnesses you 
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intend to call of the hearing date and be prepared to have all witnesses available on such date, 

including any anticipated rebuttal witnesses.  

 

The issues for hearing and the hearing format, including time allotments, will be confirmed 

during the pre-hearing telephone conference. I note Dr. Henige’s objections to the setting of any 

time limits; however, I will be limiting the hearing to one day and setting time limits for the 

parties to present their cases in order to ensure an efficient and orderly hearing. The Panel may 

expand the allotted times and/or extend the hearing to a second date if, as the hearing progresses, 

it believes that necessary to ensure due process. However, the parties should ensure that they 

organize their cases and present them in an efficient and non-repetitive matter. The Panel will 

admit evidence and testimony having reasonable probative value, but will exclude immaterial, 

irrelevant, or unduly repetitious testimony/evidence.  

 

Please email me your availability for a one-hour pre-hearing telephone conference on one of the 

following dates/times by no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, August 1, 2017: 

  

 Monday, August 7, 2017 between 12 p.m. and 3 p.m. 

 Tuesday, August 8, 2017 between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. 

 

All parties must have at least one representative participate on the call. If a party fails to provide 

availability, or to otherwise participate, I reserve the right to move forward without that party’s 

participation. The call-in information will be emailed to all parties once the pre-hearing 

conference date is solidified.  

 

In several communications, Dr. Henige has provided a link to documents and requested that the 

Panel “go ahead and read the online materials….” He also suggests that this is “Part I of [his] 

documentation for consideration of the panel” and that he “will submit Part II of [his] exhibits 

when [he is] required to do so in advance of the hearings.” I note that I will set a deadline for 

exchange of witness lists and exhibits, and will communicate this during the pre-hearing 

conference. All documents will be provided to the other side with a copy to the Panel. However, 

please note that the Panel will only consider documents provided as part of this exchange and to 

the extent that they are submitted to and admitted into evidence by the Panel at the hearing itself. 

As such, I ask Dr. Henige to refrain from sending and/or otherwise requesting that the Panel 

review evidence outside of that process. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Elizabeth A. Olson 

Panel Chair 

 

Anne Bilder, Legal Counsel to the Chancellor 

Matt Lind, Legal Counsel to the Chancellor 

Donna McGee, Panel Legal Counsel 

Anthony Gulig, Panel Member 

Robert Leitheiser, Panel Member 

Alvaro Taviera, Panel Member 

Karen Weston, Panel Member 


